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Thank you Independent Expert for your report, particularly your statement that
so-called ‘'moral disapproval’ even when widespread cannot be used to undermine
fundamental human rights.?

We wish to align this with the findings of the former special rapporteur on the right to
freedom of religion and belief Dr Ahmed Shaheed that ‘in all regions of the world, actors
citing religious justifications for their actions have advocated to governments and to the
broader public for the preservation or imposition of laws and policies that directly or
indirectly discriminate against women, girls and LGBT+ persons’?

We remain deeply concerned by the findings of openDemocracy in 2020, that Christian
fundamentalists in the United States have been able to influence policymakers by
spending over $280 million on global advocacy against same-sex marriage,
comprehensive sexuality education, and the human rights of LGBT people more
broadly.*

Their total spending is understood to have increased considerably since then. In the UK,
politicians have been funded by American groups pushing Christian conservatism in the
name of ‘religious freedom'. This phrase falls short of the standard human rights
wording of ‘freedom of thought, conscience, religion, or belief’ and is used to undermine
the rights of children, of women - especially in relation to their reproductive freedom -
and of LGBT people.®

Will the Independent Expert reiterate Dr Shaheed’'s recommendations for states to affirm
that religious attitudes must not be used to justify violations of human rights?
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